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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxili. 34. 

















FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Answer to Z. 
(Concluded from last number ) 


InprEpD the very supposition that 
the God of truth and withour iniquity, 
who cannot look upon sin without ab- 
horrence, hath decreed in himself from 
all eternity by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and un- 
changeably, all the abominable wicked- 
ness that ever was, is, or will be commit- 
ted by men, and which he hath so posi- 
tively and absolutely forbidden by his 
holy and righteous laws, ascribes to in- 
finite purity and holiness such a horri- 
ble character, that I will not express it, 
because I believe Z. did not intend to 
degrade the divine character ; but mis- 
led by the systems of human folly, as 
many very serious persons have been 
and still are, he has come forward with 
more zeal than knowledge. 

But it may not be amiss to enquire 
what the scriptures teach respecting 
Predestination. Rom. viit. 29,30. WVhom 
he did foreknow, them he also did predes- 
tinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the first born 
among many brethren. Moreover whom 
he did predestinate, them he also called, 
ec. Ephes. i. 5. Having predestinated 


ther sonship,) by Fesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his 
will; and verse 11, Jn whom also we 
hav@ebtained an inheritance, being pre- 
wtinated, according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things whee the 
counsel of his own will. 1 Thes. v. 9. 
For Godhath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Fe- 
sus Christ. 2 Thes. ii. 13. God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salva- 
tion through sanctification of the spirit 
and belief of the truth. 
Ffom this short view of the scrip- 
ture account of predestination, we may 





appointment of men to holiness and 
consequent happiness; but not one 
word of the appointment of men to 
commit wickedness, the .reward of 
which is misery. 

With this remark, I take leave of Z. 
earnestly wishing that his understand- 
ing may be enlightened by the word 
and spirit of God; instead of being-en- 
tangled in darkness by the dogmas of 
men, who, professing themselves to be 
wise, have become fools. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


** That which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die.” 

THe death of Jesus did not take 
place among a few of his particular 
friends ; had it been thus, men might 
well doubt the truth of it ; they might 
say that his friends had given him some 
narcotic and imposed his_ pretended 
death on the credulity of mankind. On 
the contrary, it was attended with the 
publicity of an execution, and ‘by. the 
sentence of his enemies, those most 
anxious about his death, who would 
not yield up his body whilst there was 
any prospect of life. 

When the soldiers were certain of 
his death, he was taken to the tomb, 
the coldness of which would extinguish 
any latent principle of existence. The 
high priests knew of the prophecy, that 
on the third day he should rise again, 
and therefore took the most effectual 
way of guarding against it; they went 
to Pilate and said ‘“* Command, there- 
fore, that the sepulchre be made sure 
until the third day, lest his disciples 
come by night and steal him away, and 
say unto the people, He is risen from 
the dead; so the last error: shall be 





make it as sure as ye can. 


As to the report of his disciples stedl- 
ing him, it is very improbable that the 
whole guard should beat the same time 
asleep, and should remain so, notwith- 
standing the noise made by the remov- 
al of the stone. _ Besides, the disciples 
had dispersed and left him when he 
was taken, would they then venture to 
steal the body in face of a guard? But 
admit they did, of what possible use 
could the dead body be to them? its ab- 
sence from the tomb would not prove 
its resurrection. 

It may be said, if the body had pu- 
trified and then revived, we should 
have a stronger proof of its resurrec- 
tion. The Jews of that day would 
not have believed, had this even been 
the case. Corruption had set her seal 
on the corpse of a Lazarus, yet when 
the chambers of death resounded with 
Lazarus come forth, from the lips of 
him who spake as never man spake, the 
tomb yielded up its tenant, and death 
was conquered ; for all this the Jewsy 


the body of our Saviour undergone the 
same process, we of the present day 
might assert that he did not actually 
die, but the long time he was said to 
have remained in the tomb, was only 
the period requisite for a recovery 
from his wounds, in order to cheat in- 
to a belief of his rising from the dead. 
He was crucified on Friday ; on Sun- 
day he walked to Emmaus, about 
eight miles from Jerusalem. Now 
from the wounds in his feet, which at 
this time would be in a state of inflam- 
mation, it would have been impossible 
for him to have walked that. distance 
unless by a miracle, and if we must re- 
sort to this in one case, why not in the 
other? Two females went to the tomb 


worse than the first. Pilate said untolof their master, the angel of the Lord 
them, ye have a watch, go your way,|rolled the stone from the door, and said 
i : So theyjunto them, “ Go quickly, and tell his 
went and made the sepulchre sure,j/disciples that he is risen from the 








perceive that it relates entirely to the 


sealing the stone and setting the watch.” |dead.” 


To the honour of the female 


despised, disbelieved the fact; and had — 
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sex, they were commissioned the first 
reachers of immortality after the death 
of their Saviour. As they went to exe- 
cute the duty, Jesus appeared unto 
them on the road, and said unto them, 
“ Go, tell my brethren, that they go into 
Galilee, and there shall they see me: 
they did so. Here the latter were pre- 
pared, it was no sudden thing, and if 
there was any deception, they could 
detect it. He after this meets the ele- 
ven, “ And whenthey saw him, they 
worshipped him, but some doubted,” 
this doubt was necessary. If there had 
been none, men of the present day 
might say, Aye! it was well managed, 
his disciples knew how to hatch a 
scheme; they afl believed at first 
glance. When men doubt a thing, it 
is ge nerally the case that they will ex- 
amine. We find this unbelief. still 
stronger in Thomas: he says, “ Ex- 
cept I see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put ny finger into the print 


of the nails, and thrust my hand into’ 


his side, J will not believe.’ How shall 
this man be convinced? he requires 
ocular evidence, and this corroborated 
by the sense of touch—well he shall 
have it: “ And after e7ght days, again 
his disciples were within, and Thomas 
with them ; then came Jesus, the door 
being shut, and stood in the midst and 
said, Peace be unto you, then said he 
to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger 


sand behold my hands, and reach hither 


thy hand and thrust it into my side, 
and be not faithless, but believing; and 
Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord and my God !” 

What more proof is wanting ? Why, 
says the unbeliever, you have told us 
of those who were interested in the 
concern, who were his disciples and 
friends, let us hear something from the 
other side.—There was a man who 
opposed the religion of Jesus, his ta- 
lents were great, and his zeal in what}i 
he thought truth, unbounded; he 
thought that by persecuting Christians, 
he was doing God service; he was 
breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter, and on the way to seize and bind 
the adherents of Christ; on the road 
Jesus appeared unto him, he believed 
and became a promulgator of life eter- 
nal, the gift of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Now this man cer- 
tainly was not prejudiced in favour of 
the resurrection; it would take the 
most undeniable evidence to convince 
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such a one of the truth of it; and when 
we consider the sacrifice of pride made 
by Saul of Tarsus, we should believe 
the doctrine preached by the Apostle 
Paul. 

Further than this, it was proclaimed 
*}in public as a fact, with which the mul- 
titude were acquainted, and which 
there could not deny, at the day of Pen- 
tecost, there were present, devout men 
out of every nation under heaven, who 
heard the language of their respective 
homes spoken to them by the disciples}! 
to the multitude. Peter addressed 
them by saying, “Jesus of Nazareth, 
a man approved of God among you by 
miracles, and wonders, and signs which 
God did by him in the midst of you, as 
ye yourselvee also know ; him being de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain, whom God hath raised up.” Tf 
this had not been the correct account, 
the imposture would have been detect- 
ed. Peter indeed did not tell the mode 
of the resurrection, but spoke of it as 
a fact well attested, and which nobody 
would deny ; he addressed them in the 
same manner as the orator of the day 
would an American audience on the 
fourth of July, viz. speak of the bene- 
fits arising from an emancipation, with- 
out descending to prove a fact as well 
known as any in the universe. If he 
did rise from the dead, why did not all 
believe it? Had the Jews of that period 
all believed it, we of this age would put 
less credit in it; we would say, why it 
was some policy i in the nation to adopt 
anew religion; but though all did not 
believe, the number is amply sufficient 
to establish the truth. The people of 
that period were, like ourselves, men; 
do we not see at this time, boast as we 
will of our enlightened state, that a 
doctrine, if it bears but the title new, 
is rejected without examination, and 
however true, is despised, if the learned 
divines do not set their seals and tell 
people it is from God. Should we then 
wonder that the resurrection was not 
believed, when the High Priests and 
Pharisees denounced it? Could the 
people sacrifice their spiritual pride, for 
a religion which was humble, unfash- 
ionable and NEW ? 

Does there exist the being who be- 
lieves in no future state? 


** There live alas ! of heav’n directed mien, 





Of cultur’d soul and sapient eye serene, 


Who hail thee, man! the pilgrim of a day, 
Spouse of the worm and brother of the cla ay. 
Frail as the leaf in autumn’s yellow bower, 
Dust in the wind, as dew upon the flower, 
A fr endless slave, a child witiout a sire, 
Whose mortal life, and momentary fire 
Light to the grave his chance created form, 
As ocean wrecks illuminate the storm.” 


Mark the philosopher at the grave, 
he mourns that the hand of death has 
taken away a companion bound to him 
by the firmest ties of social love, he en- 
deavours to console himself by reflect- 
ing that the ever shifting scenes of life 
can no more visit the departed with 
trouble or dismay ; that the great Soul 
of the universe has acted with man, as 
with the myriads of the vegetable 
kingdom, like the grass he is cut down, 
and his blooming honours fade like the 
flower of the field ; the mineral remains 
unchanged by ages, but its organization 
is less complex, and it receives in du- 
ration what it loses in quality. Of how 
much is such a mourner deprived? He 
sees that mansion, once magnificent, 
once towering in grandeur, now sunk 
in ruins, and its glory departed ; he ea- 
deavours to forget an irreparable loss, 
but cannot be guided by that needle 
which points to a building not made 
with hands, which unmoved can stand 
the shock of ages, eternal in the heay- 
ens ; he cannot anticipate the glorious 
mor n, when he shall meet departed 
friends, and be clasped once more in 
the endearing arms of affection. 

Yet the atheist enjoys the heaven 
of happiness, when compared with 
him who can behold the partner of 
his sorrows and his joys, who had 
breathed the last sigh on his bosom, 
doomed to endure the never ending 
wrath of an unreconciled God. Such 
a man could not exist unless the ma- 
niac’s smile would gleam in_ room of 
the fixed and cold visage of despair. 
But though none can be found who 
thus believe about their own family, 
many are willing to lay Calvin’s rod 
without mercy upon their neighbours. 
They say, “Others not elected, al- 
though they may be called by the mi- 
nistry of the word, and may have some 
common operations of the spirit, yet 
not being effectually drawn by the Fa- 
ther, they neither will, nor can truly 
come to Christ, and therefore cannot 
be saved ; much less can men that re- 
ceive not the christian religion, be 
saved, be they ever so diligent to frame 





their lives accor ding to the light of na- 
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THE CHRISTIAN 


ture and the law of that religion they 
do profess.” Bapt. Conf. p. 25. Let 
us now leave the chronicles of -priest- 
craft, and search the revealed will of 
God for an account of the resurrection 
of man. 

It appears that the Apostle had no 
hope, ati the soul surviving the body. 
“Jf Christ be not raised, your faith is 
vain, ye are yet in your sins, then they 
also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished.”” How could they perish/i 
if the soul could not die? ** But now is 
Christ risen from the dead and become 
the first fruits of them that slept, for 
since by mancame death, by man also 
the resurrection from the Hes d.” Here 
we have the extent; for as the first 
fruits were a surety of the gathering in 
of the harvest, so Christ was a proof 
of the immortality of men; and as the 
husbandman who would be satisfied 
with the first fruits and leave any of 
the after harvest to perish, would be 
thought foolish, so we cannot imagine 
that the great husbandman will suffer 
any of the family of man to be finally 
lost—But how is the resurrection? 
“It is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption, it 1s sown in clishon- 


weakness, it is raised in power, it is 
sown a natural body, it 1s raised a 
spiritual body.” Consequently the on- 
ly resurrection w ill be to incorrup- 
tion, glory, and power. If this is the 
case, what will become of the wicked? 
will they not be raised from the dead? 
“ As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly.” Now, as ev ery Indi- 
vidual of the human family has borne 
the image of the earthy, we infer from 
Paul’s reasoning, that they also shall 
bear the image of the heavenly ; for, 
“ as in Adam ail/ die, even so inli 
Christ shall a// be made alive. But 
every man (not the righteous only) in 
his own order, Christ the first fruits, 
afterwards they that are Christ’s at his 
coming, then cometh the end, when he 
shall have delivered up the ‘kingdom 
to God, even the Father, when he shall 
have 
rity and power,” &c. &c. Where now, 
shall we find the scene so often paint- 
ed, of children viewing their parents 
filing off to the place of torture ? where 
shall we hear the son crying to God, 
to plunge his mother deeper into hell ? 
where the inmates of heaven rejoicing 





the man sows, so he must reap; but it 


nishment in eternity, for the sins of 
this life, as it would be for the farmer 
who sows rye in Pennsylvania, to ex- 
pect to harvest it in Peru. 
Saviour spoke of the resurrection in 
answer to the enquirer, he said, “ they 
neither marry, 
riage, but are as the angels of God in 
heaven.” If then they are children of 
God being children of the resurrection, 
or as the angels of God, how can they 
either sin or be miserable? 


that Jesus rose from the dead. 
this we have built the resurrection of 
men, we have displayed the extent 
and manner of this change, and have 
viewed 
deeds of men, but as “ the gift of God 
through Christ Jesus our Lord,” and 
we appeal to scripture for the truth of 


what is here advanced. y A 
O 
FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. . 
* Ye shall not surely die.”— Genesis iii. 4. 


cant of the day that Universalism is 
the doctrine the serpent preached to 
the woman. Enough has already been 
said, to show that this cant 1s unjust 
in the extreme ; suffer me, however, 
to add, that the truth of Universalism 
depends on the fact that the transgres- 
sors did die. Prove that they did not, 
and Universalism falls to the ground. 
Surely, 
tration to 
statement, 
put down all rule and all autho-| fj 
true, unless death (the reward of trans- 
gression) passes upon ail men. 
s}make still plainer, if possible, what 
seems to have been an inscrutable mys- 
tery with a certain class, Christ could 
not restore all men from a state of mi- 
sery and death, unless those men were 


MESSENGER. 


at the shrieks of the damned ?—per- 
haps i in the traditions of men, but not 
in SCRIPTURE. 

It teaches no future punishment, 
for “*he that is dead, is freed from 
sin;” and unless we can sin in eter- 
nity, we cannot be miserable, for sin 
and misery are inseparable. But the 
Apostle has shown we cannot sin, for 
we shall be raised in glory, &c. As 


is as absurd to expect reward or pu- 


When our 


nor are giv en In mar- 


We have endeavoured to prove, 


On 


it not as a reward for any 





LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN. 


(Concluded from our last.) 
I am well aware that it is the party- 


it requires no superior pene- 
discover this.—The 
Christ will restore ail men 
rom sin, misery and death, cannot be 


Or to 





in this state. 
with the preaching of Universalists, 
know that they as fully and expressly 
declare, that men are in that state, as 
that Christ will restore them from it; 

and yet they must be accused of sup- 
porting the serpent’s assertion. 
declare to all men, the wages of sin is 
death ; 
the charge of saying, “ Ye shall not 
surely die. 
tulate with bigotry and envy. 
cence cannot protect from their law- 
less slanders, the voice of truth but 
rouses them into a rage; 
no sanctuary too sacred for them to 
enter and poison with their envenom- 
ed_ breath. 
goes to the temple of God, to join with 
his fellow mortals in w orshipping the 
majesty of heaven, he finds that even 
there, those relentless furies are 
awed into silence. 
to assail him with calumny, inthe name 
of God ; 
to misrepresent his opinions, till they 
appear odious ; 
him to endless perdition. In vain may 
he cast his eyes to his christian brethren 
for relief ; 
the indignant gpirit, and triumphant 
scotn lowers through all the house of 
God. 
vent the expression of my horror of 
that shocking scene of arrogance in 
our frail nature, where a man, clothed 
in the profession of meekness and im- 


very|c 
aspersion against Universalism. 
may not have been generally perceiv- 
ed, that the doctrine, commonly styled 
orthodox, as directly teaches that God 


did the serpent when he said, 
shall not surely die.” 
afirms that God threatened Adam, 
and all mankind in him, with tempor al. 
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All who are acquainted 


They 


still they must be pursued w ith 


” Jt is all in vain to expos- 


Innoe- 
and there is 


If their devoted victim 


not 
They stand ready 


to stigmatize his profession ; 


and finally to adjudge 
caught 


their bosoms have 


For myself,:nothing shall pre- 


artial love, enters the sanctuary of the 


pure Jehovah, and with slander and 
party invective profanes that solemn 
hour devoted to heaven alone. 
not accuse you, sir, of all this ; perhaps 
there are extenuating circumstances 
which either wholly or in part exone- 
rate you. 
ver forget the spirit of Christ, though 
we contend earnestly for his doctine. 
Our Saviour has already received ma- 
ny wounds in the house of his friends. 


I do 


But let.us, my brother, ne- 


Before I close this letter, permit me 


to suggest a certain fact, which must 


heck the boldness of the invidious 
It 


will not execute what he threatens as 
“ Ve 
That doctrine 





toed 
































68 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
spiritual, end eternal death *® for his Christian IMessenger. do not object, but think it rors pro. 
transgression. But will orthodoxy (so Nor kt per, God je not permitied, them 
called) admit that all mankind suffer Philadelphia, Nov. 27, 1819 |to be wicked. 
this eternal death? No. After inform-| As R. C. has been appointed, by! The several communications will be 
ing us that this is what was threaten- the proprietors, Editor of the Christian kept as much entire as practicable, con. 
ed, it dispenses with its execution on Messenger, that signature will be sidering the limits of our paper; and 
an innumerable multitude. If this dropped in future, and what he has tolif the work should meet with sufficient 
would not tend toa justification of the/58y will be brought in under the edito- encouragement, it will be enlarged af. i 
serpent’s assertion, there is no force in|fial remarks; and in this way, remarks,|ter the completion of the first volume, Ni 
language. Iam sorry for this unhap- ifthought necessary, will be made onjand perhaps put in a different form. iis 
py coincidence. I lament too that it each communication in the same paper! The piece under the Signature Z. in ig 
t has led some to pronounce what is call-}!2 which the communication shall ap-|this paper, 1s well written, and cannot 
ht ed orthodoxy to be the doctrine preach-|pear; which will make it more con-|pe¢ lightly esteemed by any believer in 
1 ita . . *f © r J " : 4 f 
a ed to Eve. I am satisfied beyond ajVement for the reader, as it will save/Christ. ‘If it should occur to any one 
hit doubt, that as a system it is far from him the trouble of looking back tolthat it is not wholly original, he will ma 
. iim it; though it must be confessed, the/other papers to find the piece or pieces|not think any worse of it on that ac. nv} 
; - ‘ . “ = . . . . ee * 
| is fact now mentioned, gives a suspicious under consideration. As heretofore,/count. It supports clearly, and con. sor 
, ‘his appearance. however, much must be left to the clusively, the main truth on which the exi 
7 Your’s inthe Gospel of Truth, |‘wdgment and understanding of the/Christian religion rests; i. e. the lite- MM the 
ih ; B*x**%* reader; hence, considering that allow-lral, and actual resurrection of Christ. of 
Hi: ances must be made for the particular) Without the knowledge of this fact, the 
1 * God said, “In the day thou eatest thereof,hias of his own mind, and not consi- our hope in immortality must be weak end 
thou shalt surely dic.” He does not say, thoula.sing himself perfect, more thanjindeed. But this fact al rith tl 
et shalt evernaliy die. Why should theologians add 8 ea ? pv. ce perce. aeu Is fact alone, with the sub 
Bs a6 ae annrcd word} others, much will be passed over in Si-lyarjous circumstances attending it, tain 
tee lence, which might meet with some ex- (which must be admitted if this be dim 
; - (ceptions, were we to read with the eye proved,) is sufficient to establish the fect 
| , ofa critic In every particular. . truth of the Christian religion, and off and 
| POWTS CORNER. We are pleased with the answer t0}course our hope in immortality. “ And sert 
er Z. and at the same time are disposed if Christ be not risen, then is our O 
a — to think that Z. meant to establish the preaching vain, and your faith is alsofMf is t 
G same principle, though he was not quite|yain.” 1 Cor. xv. 14. with 
aR yr . , %, >. x 
We Met begs ites bbe yao: atid rb d, so explicit as to the use of terms. noms 1. 
' Pw ae: Nn adays oro anc 0 r 1 S; r ‘ Av Sat oto ry . 
¥> 4. Religion by their asts adorn’d, Whether God suffers or permits an} Tp the Patrons of the Messenger. Abt 
| 3 Tee In many lands and many climes. act to he done by any of his creatures, [f any of our Subscribers have noifm 28¢ 
Bi +. Chisveeo! we conceive it to be the same with ea been served regularly with the Chris: to th 
i ie urn ye the page of hist ry over, - r differe - is In reo 1! ti}. ccEenoer ey hie “ws 
‘3 ie Learn all the wisdom of the world ; the only difference is in Segara Wks tian Messenger, they are requested to been 
@ this Fheir present creeds, and those before creature, and not to the Creator. 1atleave their names, with the numbers 8p? 
;& j 2 Are all in endless error hurl'd. God permits is certainly not hie C e" wanting, at the office, and they shall be “ 
‘+o erform. But swe conceive that God}j;y, iately s od <3 Strict arti ne 
os | lity baad the Ged ofbeundicas gvate, pel 9 _ + eigee S aree immediate ly supplied ; and Strict at aie 
* $e Has been the aim of Pharisees ; would no more sufer a thing to takeltention will be paid to that subject inf? 
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This is the gospel’s glorious plan. 


